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The Women Entrepreneurs Opportunity Facility:
A Decade of Investment, Innovation and Impact

In 2014, Goldman Sachs 710,000 Women launched the Women Entrepreneurs Opportunity Facility (WEOF) in partnership with International
Finance Corporation (IFC). WEOF aimed to unlock finance for women entrepreneurs in emerging markets by deploying capital and advisory
support for financial institutions, helping to address the estimated $1.9 trillion finance gap for women-owned businesses in emerging
markets and developing countries.

About the Facility

IFC provides investment and
mobilizes external lenders,
with WEOF providing blended
finance and incentives linked
to targets to IFC client
financial institutions
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WEOF provides guidance Local banks use the funding and
to IFC client financial advisory inputs to increase
institutions on targeting lending to women
products and services to entrepreneurs

women-led businesses

The Facility's Impact

WEOF has had far-reaching impact on women-owned SMEs and financial institutions in emerging markets, significantly
exceeding initial targets to deploy $600 million capital and reach 100,000 women entrepreneurs.

Source: International Finance Corporation (IFC) Report on MSME Finance Gap (IFC, 2025) and IFC & Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women: A Decade of Innovation, Investment, and
Impact report (IFC, September 2025). For more information, see |FC & Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women: A Decade of Innovation, Investment, and Impact.



https://www.goldmansachs.com/community-impact/10000-women/weof/IFC-WEOF-Progress-2025.pdf

